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SHARK DRUM LINE POLICY 

949. Hon LYNN MacLAREN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
I refer to media reports claiming that the Premier still intends to ask the federal environment minister to assess 
his shark hazard mitigation policy. 

(1) What specific action will the Premier ask the federal minister to assess? 

(2) If the answer to (1) is the Premier’s drum line strategy, what is the Premier’s reason for this, given the 
Premier has said that he accepts the Environmental Protection Authority’s recommendation not to 
proceed with the drum lines? 

(3) Since it was pointed out by the Greens on Friday that the government’s own new SharkSmart website 
debunks the theory of rogue sharks, does the Premier now admit that his comments about rogue sharks 
were incorrect? 

(4) Does the Premier agree that the most effective ways to provide public safety in relation to shark hazards 
in WA will be supported by science and established facts about sharks off the WA coast? 

(5) Will the Premier give an undertaking that all future shark hazard management measures initiated by this 
government will be based on a logical analysis of known facts about sharks off the WA coast and the 
circumstances of past fatal shark attacks in WA? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 
(1) The proposal is the public environmental review in the form in which it was submitted in June. 
(2) It is not unusual to expect the normal process to conclude with a decision from the commonwealth 

minister based on the information provided in the proposal—PER—and the report and 
recommendations from the EPA. 

(3) The Premier is referring to sharks that remain in an area for a prolonged period and may represent 
a threat. 

(4)–(5) As has been seen recently, there can be significant uncertainty and disagreement in science. The 
government will not delay in responding to a situation in which public safety is at significant risk and 
decisions will be made on the best available advice and information at the time. 
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